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inhabitants the noblest and   purest forms   of affectionate devotion.
Indeed, the supreme touchstone of efficiency in imperial government lies in its capacity to preserve the small state in the great union. If the British Empire has succeeded in retaining the affections of its scattered members, the result has been due to the wise and easy tolerance which has permitted almost every form of religious, political, and social practice to continue unchecked, however greatly they may vary front the established traditions of the English race. Thus in the Province of Quebec we suffer the existence of a French ultramontane state based on the philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas, and preserving even to this day many of the social features of a French colony in the age of Louis XIV, a community more extreme in its ecclesiastical rigour than any 1 Roman Catholic state in Europe, and in language, religion t and social habits presenting the sharpest contrast to the English provinces of the Dominion of Canada. The same careful deference to the pre-existing conditions is shown in every part of our Indian administration, which carries tenderness to the religiousscruplesof the Mohammedans and Hindoos to a point of delicate solicitude, which no Government, in the world has ever before attempted, and only the most practised experience can supply* These, however, are not the methods of the German Empire, nor can they be the methods of any empire which practises a' uniform and universal system of military conscription. As soon as the words State and Army become coterminous, a philosophy of violent unification is set up within the body politic, which sooner or later carries everything1 before it, save the spiritual forces which cannot be broken by any machinery, however despotic and powerful The Germans have not succeeded in winning either the Poles or the Danes or the Alsatians to their rule, because they have repeated the mistake which England made in Ireland in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and which England has never since ceased to lament They have attempted to manufacture German citizens by violence; and the history of Alsace-Lorraine under imperial rule has shown how little the